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Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) If you thought that last week was not
up to your romantic expectations, you could be in for a pleasant
surprise. Someone special could have a long link to the past.
Take care not to neglect a relationship now that could turn into a
special sizzle later. Indeed, being in love with love is likely, so keen
are you to feel that special romantic glow. Take care of long-term
love at the same time.

Across
4. Sold by chemists in Paris,
perhaps (7)
8. Record membership? (6)
9. Like an eternity ring? (7)
10. Dead man’s chest (6)
11. He’s in Lucerne, staying for a
week (6)
12. Neglect nothing on a job (8)
18. Speak falsely yet be quiet! (3,5)
20. For each a portion (6)
21. Results of plotting (6)
22. Tried to reform a US city (7)
23. Stick together or split apart (6)
24. Well, you are! (7)

Quick
20. Gambol (6)

Across
4. Operation (7)

21. Impassive (6)

8. Leave

22. Diaphragm (7)
23. Mowing tool (6)

stranded (6)

24. Promptly (7)

9. Surprise (7)

Down

10. Military

1. Copy (7)

Pageant (6)
11. Beginning (6)

2. Fragile (7)

12. Charm (8)

3. Happy (6)

18. Trustworthy (8)

5. Sane (8)

Sudoku

6. Clergyman (6)
7. Precious
metal (6)
13. Compassionate
(8)
14. Capacity (7)
15. Interfering
person (7)
16. Commend (6)
17. Glowered (6)
19. Untouched (6)

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) One side of your work may not be
very satisfying at the moment. Avoid spending time and money
because of boredom or the need to distract attention. Charm and
experience will bring others to your side. As creativity grows so
does the paperwork, so try to keep this to a minimum. Look and
plan well ahead to make the most of finances, which need careful
watching at times.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Put your heads together for a bit of
brainstorming in the family this week. After a change of scenery
some new possibilities show themselves. A practical decision
smooths the way ahead. Some excitement at the weekend brings
talk of changing finances and all for the better. A new member of
the family also brings a fresh and refreshing celebration. An open
mind is a healthy mind.

Down
1. Parson goes round a nuclear
establishment (7)
2. Such lights are on all day (7)
3. Demands 150 objects (6)
5. Anyone may speak it, but not
pronounce it (8)
6. Easter is one, Christmas another (6)
7. Maintain some plain sisters (6)
13. The affluence they enjoy is
apparently undeserved (4,4)
14. Number I spread out for show (7)
15. Greek hero, oddly sly in customs (7)
16. A field of activity of all round
significance (6)
17. Spirit of progress (6)
19. Walk the street with a list (6)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Practise boxing
2. Genuine
3. Heather
4. Precious metal
5. Moist
6. Jetty
7. Impetuous
8. Damage
9. Female servant
10. Sunrise
11. No votes
12. Prophet
13. Overwhelming defeat
14. Small duck
15. Uneven walk
16. Knitting stitch
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Keyword clue:
An Irish sport

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Spar; 2 Real; 3 Ling;
4 Gold; 5 Damp; 6 Pier;
7 Rash; 8 Harm; 9 Maid;
10 Dawn; 11 Nays;
12 Seer; 13 Rout; 14 Teal;
15 Limp; 16 Purl.
Keyword: Hurling.
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WORD WHEEL
APOLOGIST

T

How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
24 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 4 Aspirin; 8 Enroll;
9 Endless; 10 Coffin; 11 Ernest;
12 Omission; 18 Lie still; 20 Apiece;
21 Graphs; 22 Detroit; 23 Cleave;
24 Healthy. Down: 1 Reactor;
2 Traffic; 3 Claims; 5 Sentence;
6 Island; 7 Insist; 13 Idle rich;
14 Display; 15 Ulysses; 16 Sphere;
17 Petrol; 19 Stroll.
Quick: Across: 4 Process; 8 Maroon;
9 Startle; 10 Tattoo; 11 Outset;
12 Talisman; 18 Reliable; 20 Frolic;
21 Stolid; 22 Midriff; 23 Scythe;
24 Readily. Down: 1 Imitate; 2 Brittle;
3 Joyous; 5 Rational; 6 Curate;
7 Silver; 13 Merciful; 14 Ability;
15 Meddler; 16 Praise; 17 Glared;
19 Intact.

Wordwheel

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) A light start to the week soon starts
to take up your time and energy. Be sure to pace yourself and,
however much you may feel you need to do things for others,
remember to give yourself time and space. Give health and mental
energy priority. Only a short time of neglect can be tolerated at
this time. Take a good long look at your diet and exercise. Walking
may well be your forte.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) With plans on the back burner, for
some reason you have kept them under wraps. These are most
likely to linked with a lust for travel. Trust for yourself when this
is right. The only thing that can frustrate you now is your own
imagination. Give loved ones the chance to help your dreams and
ambitions to come true. When you aim for the top a little delay is
certainly possible.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Random dreams bring
the answer to troubled thoughts as the week begins. There is
a useful message coming through and showing shades of your
true needs. These are important as you are important and should
be respected. A closed mind will make little progress. Some
disagreements will be more easily solved than others. Just have a
little patience. Relax at the weekend.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) You are on your toes and
stay there for most of this week. Enjoyable and even exciting as
this may be, the weekend sees a lighter time. Of course there are
always folk who can find you something to do. Best avoided, but
politely! Putting your foot down over a business matter at last
brings some progress. Avoid red herrings especially if they want
your money.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) A spurt of fast work now
brings rich rewards. Perhaps, just as an afterthought, you helped
a friend. Your lack of greed shows a good light on your character.
A silly attitude from a younger family member may be annoying,
probably more if you are tired at the time. Keep that enthusiasm
bouncing along as it is very endearing! Being admired? You
haven’t noticed, have you?
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Bouncing around
your life it seems that you are fully occupied. This will avoid any
friction from those with no imagination. There are quite a few of
them aren’t there? The offer of a bonus at work needs to be at
the right time for your own benefit. Remember that you are the
one who truly knows your needs! Socially, keep your partner fully
involved.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Being determined to
improve all aspects of your health, this gives the ideal opportunity.
Getting a friend or partner to join in with the fun is well worth
the teasing and cajoling. Something big is afoot on the romantic
side, with a few secret whispers going around. Let others do the
work when it comes to a party or get-together. Don’t you, after all,
deserve a treat?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Have fun without burning
up the cash. When others offer to be part of a celebration, make
the most of it as a festive affair! This is a time of shifting and
changing both at work and play. Although friends come and go,
most will return at the right time. A few small treats and thank
you’s go a long way. Being canny now means both spending and
saving. It is all a matter of balance.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) A storm in a teacup at the
start of the week could sour the atmosphere, but only if you let it.
Something changes for the better each day, so keep an optimistic
outlook. A friend or relative from the past brings an especially
cheery note. Pick up on this to make the most of a lovely and
different weekend. Something new? You are certainly ready for
it. Enjoy.

