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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. If asleep you may be disturbed with
your permission (2,3,6)
9. Not even a good dramatic part (3)
10. Make a smashing entrance! (9)
11. It’s grim back at sea! (5)
13. It’s an accomplishment with her light
weight (7)
14. Get out of position? (6)
16. How to march on foot (6)
18. To steer as a favour (7)
19. Acted as a man of intelligence? (5)
20. Convey sheer ecstasy (9)
21. It used to be cut back (3)
22. They’re rarely found out! (4-2-5)

Quick
Across
1. Disenchant (11)
9. Look at (3)
10. Undertake (9)
11. Happening (5)
13. Cost (7)
14. Accompany (6)
16. Bury (6)
18. Sudden
resolve (7)

19. Coach (5)
20. All-embracing
(9)
21. Deed (3)
22. Unceasingly (11)
Down
2. Anger (3)
3. Mass of cast
metal (5)
4. Chief (6)
5. Whet (7)

Sudoku

6. Thorough-going
(3-3-3)
7. Destructive (11)
8. Echo (11)
12. Offence (9)
15. Ease (7)
17. Against (6)
19. Claw (5)
21. The whole (3)

Down
2. Supplied in safe doses (3)
3. It was ground in the street (5)
4. Don’t encourage delay (3,3)
5. Can he, in changing, hold fast? (7)
6. Scramble at the pig’s food! (9)
7. Thoughtful enough to study a team
and make an assessment (11)
8. Professional man who goes to work
on foot (11)
12. Going by what the French say (2,7)
15. Leave nothing to be desired (7)
17. Begin to put the plan down on
paper (3,3)
19. Prepared to fight (3-2)
21. We are hungry – that’s distressing! (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Hotel cook
2. Flutter
3. Entreaty
4. Fever
5. Engrave
6. Injured
7. Brass instrument
8. Competent
9. Jug
10. Tumult
11. English river
12. Counterfoil
13. Aromatic substance
14. Office note
15. Spoken or verbal
16. Ear part
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Keyword clue:
A Canadian province

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Chef; 2 Flap; 3 Plea;
4 Ague; 5 Etch; 6 Hurt;
7 Tuba; 8 Able; 9 Ewer;
10 Riot; 11 Tees; 12 Stub;
13 Balm; 14 Memo;
15 Oral; 16 Lobe.
Keyword: Alberta.
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REDEEMING
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E

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 If you please;
9 Odd; 10 Gatecrash; 11 Stern;
13 Feather; 14 Depose; 16 Instep;
18 Rosette; 19 Spied; 20 Transport;
21 Was; 22 Stay-at-homes.
Down: 2 Fed; 3 Organ; 4 Put off;
5 Enchain; 6 Spaghetti;
7 Considerate; 8 Chiropodist; 12 En
passant; 15 Satisfy; 17 Set out;
19 Set-to; 21 Woe.
Quick: Across: 1 Disillusion; 9 Eye;
10 Guarantee; 11 Event; 13 Expense;
14 Escort; 16 Entomb; 18 Impulse;
19 Tutor; 20 Universal; 21 Act;
22 Incessantly. Down: 2 Ire; 3 Ingot;
4 Leader; 5 Sharpen; 6 Out-and-out;
7 Deleterious; 8 Reverberate;
12 Exception; 15 Relieve; 17 Versus;
19 Talon; 21 All.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) There is reassurance now on a work
matter that has been a bit up in the air. Continue making contacts
and putting a big effort in. This will give others the confidence that
you are serious. Working with new folk certainly brings out the
best in you and your talents. This is something that people value.
Ask for what you want and show how determined you can be.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Now and again something comes
along that seems too good to be true. You’re in this position at
some time this week. Aside from pinching yourself, be sure to
make the most of an opportunity. Have you been worrying too
much about a small matter? This can distract you from what is
really important. Aim to be with people at the weekend who are
humorous and supportive.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Having to adjust to different
experiences and situations is what helps to build our characters.
However, perhaps you are feeling that there has been enough of
this character-building going on! This week could be a turning
point. Expect others to be more flexible and to help out more.
What if they don’t? There are others only too willing to lend a
hand.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) There is likely to be an excess
of good things on offer this week. Although those New Year’s
resolutions may be a long way off, try to remember them. Taking
care of your health is very important right now as you are on the
brink of a very busy period. Making the most of fun and sunny
days is only a small part of what will be on offer. So, keep good
things going in and good things will come out!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Too much time on your hands? Try to
fill any emotional gap with work or planning something special.
Looking three or four months ahead is good. Avoid, however,
following a familiar pattern. Doing something completely new sets
you on a learning curve. Once on it you may decide to complete
the circle. Who knows where this new knowledge will lead you?
Exciting!
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) A sharp intake of breath
as this week begins. The full effect of a change around you may
not be felt until the weekend. This is when the Full Moon fires
up your imagination and passions. Enjoy a fresh look at your life
with family and friends. Whatever you decide to do, savour this
magical time. Someone who is around now is like a gift to your
heart and soul.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Although in a slower, more
reflective mood, something artistic is moving you forward. Time
spent alone is both creative and satisfying. Keeping more active
moments for the weekend can work out well given that there may
be something to celebrate. The Full Moon at this time seems to
be the right time to make a declaration. Something much more
personal than your income tax?
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Being a bit of a dreamer
this week leads your imagination on a fantastic trip. Anything
seems possible although you are likely to be a bit sketchy on the
details. Keep the weekend clear as midweek news could mean a
special celebration is needed. A matter at work turns out to be a
pleasure and a surprise, not the hard work that was anticipated.
Has your boss been dreaming also?
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) A friend keeps
you on your toes and may propose a joint venture. Hold on to
your cash until it is looked into properly. It could be a case of
optimism over reality. Spending should be kept to a minimum at
a time when some areas of cash flow are uncertain. Unless it is
a social occasion, keeping business and pleasure separate can
work out best for your home life.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Pick up the phone
or send that email with an important invitation. What is a quick
meeting for you could be a lifeline for someone else this week.
Letting someone new into your life can see a real turnaround in
your attitude. Been down in the dumps a bit lately? Spending too
much time on one thing can stunt your growth in many ways! Get
out and about.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Aim to fully enjoy the
love and attention coming your way right now. If people want to
share their time with you then there must be a reason. You don’t
understand it? Being far too modest again? Midweek and again
at the weekend are very romantic times. Is there true love here?
Pick and choose who you spend that time with to enjoy intimate
conversations.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) A fine week for making contact
with family and friends. Romance and passion at the weekend
need planning for. Were you really thinking of working? Surely
not! This Full Moon is the time to ask that important question. Be
practical when you hear the answer. In an optimistic month you
should continue to see the best outcome in everything, even if
you have to wait a little.

