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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. Preposition used in any amount of
sentences (4)
3. Dislike a test said to be
complicated (8)
9. A case for travelling light (7)
10. Vessel carrying fuel from Loire (5)
11. Unable to say why you can’t solve a
crossword? (4,3,5)
13. Choice adoption societies give
you (6)
15. Much time and trouble is taken in its
drafting (6)
17. Man with some degree of
skills? (6,2,4)
20. Perplexed, as the Navy often is (2,3)
21. A race between two Poles and an
Arab (7)
22. Line of tolerance? (8)
23. Do carpenters worry about such
work? (4)

Quick
Across
1. Ceremony (4)
3. Speculators (8)
9. Nonprofessional (7)
10. Kind of
parrot (5)
11. Hymn (4,2,6)
13. Niche (6)
15. American
inventor (6)

17. Sea-bird (6,6)
20. Military
student (5)
21. Bandits (7)
22. Enrolled (8)
23. Drop (4)
Down
1. Give confidence
to (8)
2. Coach (5)
4. Sudden (6)

Sudoku

5. Artillery
attacks (12)
6. Pleas (7)
7. Stitched (4)
8. Shows (12)
12. Enveloped (8)
14. Stronghold (7)
16. Past (6)
18. Arrive at (5)
19. Pain (4)

Down
1. Not a pretty sight on the face of
things (4,4)
2. Grasping secret societies in
China? (5)
4. Give a slight cut? (6)
5. A way to make complete
provisions (12)
6. A boy in error becomes a Muslim
warrior (7)
7. Clearly it includes him! (4)
8. Not how other people may picture
you? (4-8)
12. Fish I catch in a basket (8)
14. Travelling goods will be in it (7)
16. Made sure your slip wasn’t
showing? (6)
18. Come again about the dog (5)
19. Sphere of the dance? (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Simple
2. Abominable snowman
3. Article
4. Humble
5. Type
6. Neatly skilful
7. Melt
8. Wild animal
9. Worry
10. Roman garment
11. Summit
12. School test
13. Principal
14. Unfeeling
15. Bird’s beak
16. Quiet spell
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Keyword clue:
A boy’s name
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Easy; 2 Yeti; 3 Item;
4 Meek; 5 Kind; 6 Deft;
7 Thaw; 8 Wolf; 9 Fret;
10 Toga; 11 Acme;
12 Exam; 13 Main;
14 Numb; 15 Bill; 16 Lull.
Keyword: William.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Unto; 3 Distaste;
9 Lantern; 10 Oiler; 11 Lost for
words; 13 Option; 15 Agenda;
17 Master of arts; 20 At sea;
21 Saracen; 22 Latitude; 23 Fret.
Down: 1 Ugly look; 2 Tongs;
4 Ignore; 5 Thoroughfare; 6 Saladin;
7 Earl; 8 Self-portrait; 12 Bassinet;
14 Transit; 16 Erased; 18 Recur;
19 Ball.
Quick: Across: 1 Rite; 3 Gamblers;
9 Amateur; 10 Macaw;
11 Song of praise; 13 Recess;
15 Edison; 17 Stormy petrel;
20 Cadet; 21 Outlaws; 22 Enlisted;
23 Shed. Down: 1 Reassure;
2 Train; 4 Abrupt; 5 Bombardments;
6 Excuses; 7 Sewn; 8 Demonstrates;
12 Enclosed; 14 Citadel; 16 Bygone;
18 Reach; 19 Ache

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Pay attention to detail, especially at
work as the week begins. Business colleagues want to get things
moving but you may still be in a leisurely mood. Let them set the
ball rolling and join in where your talents can show themselves.
Social gatherings take up some time as there is reason to
celebrate. Pleasure is utmost in your mind but it is certainly shared
by others. A romantic time.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Being optimistic gets you off to the
best start. Believe in and use your talents. Spending time on
improving your surroundings gives pleasure to yourself and loved
ones. Involve them as much as possible. Clearing out cupboards
and lofts seems like the thing to do now but check with loved
ones. What is rubbish to one could be a treasure to someone else!
Charity shops can benefit.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Business being on the back burner
a bit this week, please do get out and enjoy yourself. Any low
mood moments will pass quickly if you look ahead. See the
brighter moments ahead and always look forward. The time is
right for getting to know your neighbours or work friends more
socially. The joy of having fun in a group is high so allow yourself
to fully enjoy the company of others.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) This is a romantic week that may
demand plenty of your time and attention. It is time well spent
though! If energy is low for a few days then a slight delay to a plan
can get it off to a better start. Choose your best time. Really this
week is all about picking the moment to move forward. Socially
you have everything to play for and, let’s face it, you do need to
have some of that playtime!
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) A change in someone’s
attitude could take you by surprise. Before you have a knee-jerk
reaction, however, think their reasons through. Busy as you are,
change is not always something that you seek. Is someone trying
to fire up your imagination and passions? Are there good reasons
for you resisting? This moment could be a gift to your soul. Allow
yourself to savour the good it can bring.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Having a bright and
enthusiastic air about you really works this week. Your creative
side is in full swing so don’t resist the urge to indulge it. Some
moments spent working alone point you in the right direction. This
could be leading to working with others on something that is fun
and satisfying. Keep an open mind and see how others approach
the world. You are not a novice, but we can always learn more.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Have confidence and
enthusiasm in your ideas. It is good to be in a creative and dreamy
mood. It is through these periods that we often find our niche. The
way forward becomes clear, quickly, as a new member of your
group makes suggestions. You may prefer to be in charge but,
sometimes, it can be fun to go more with the flow. Try it and enjoy.
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ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A low-key start to this week gives
you the chance to plot and plan. Being organised means getting
so much more done, as you find. In a busy and productive time
you are seen at your best. Social and business connections are
supportive, helping to solve some long-term niggling problems.
Although on a roll and wanting to do everything at once, don’t let
your home life suffer.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Stay on your toes
when it comes to finances. Friends can be persuasive when it
comes to a pet project but few things are as simple as they first
appear. Keep these business matters for the weekdays, anyway.
Evenings and weekends this week should certainly be made over
to pleasure and imagination. A loved one fully appreciates your
attentions and a new approach.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Love and support from
those who love you is only a phone call away. Letting someone
closer into your life this week could do them a favour. Maybe they
have issues of their own that you can help with? Although you
may be feeling like a bit of a home bird at the moment, a short trip
out could have mutual benefit. It is easier to chat in the outdoors,
don’t you find?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) There is a lot of love and
support around this week. Really enjoy the time with people who
want to be with you. There is very little effort to be made but what
you do give is appreciated. Midweek and the weekend can be
truly romantic times when a commitment may be given. Is this real
passion? Whatever it is, be prepared to fully enjoy it.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) What a great week for making
contact with family and friends. Romance can be particularly
passionate at the weekend. Plan ahead who you will be with and
where! Have a favour to ask someone? Midweek could see the
best chance of success. Remember that knowledge can be fun
and maybe enrol in a course or club beginning this week. The
social benefits are yet to be found.

