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Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. Facts and figures (10)
7. Put me in the last bit and the
answer’s correct (5)
8. People who make a lot of them are
popular (7)
10. A proposal to introduce the main
work (8)
11. One way to ring the changes (4)
13. Instruction in the result of
stripping? (6)
15. Eat out? (6)
17. It’s very ancient humour - but it could
be growing (4)
18. He will appreciate people with good
taste! (8)
21. A group that is seen in abbreviated
spectacles (7)
22. It’s a great change for her (5)
23. A board meeting? (5,5)

Quick
Across
1. Special (10)
7. Drive out (5)
8. Brave (7)
10. Representative
(8)
11. Perfect place (4)
13. Dread (6)
15. Part of a
poem (6)
17. Eject (4)

18. Prosperous
(4-2-2)
21. Biblical sea (7)
22. Ornament (5)

5. Desert (7)
6. Self-willed (10)
9. Equivalent (10)

23. Drawn out (10)

12. Sturdy (8)

Down

14. Cattle-thief (7)

1. Scholar (5)
2. Faith (8)

16. Swiss city (6)

3. Ask to come (6)

19. Egg-shaped (5)

4. Hideous (4)

20. Surfeit (4)

Sudoku

Down
1. One may see through this riddle (5)
2. A job for the summer? (8)
3. Not too strong in business (6)
4. Understand it has potentialities for
growth (4)
5. Affair that will worry you? (7)
6. Remembers about prayers (10)
9. Old sailor has a stock of wine in a
small vessel (4,6)
12. Time to start another day (8)
14. This owl doesn’t give a hoot! (7)
16. Free with money (6)
19. Tree for the seashore, we hear (5)
20. Attacks best-sellers? (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Wound mark
2. Frolic
3. Couple
4. Relax
5. Petty quarrel
6. Unsightly fat
7. Group of countries
8. Price
9. Speak
10. Cabbage
11. Dutch cheese
12. Network
13. Sword part
14. Therefore
15. Went quickly
16. Intravenous food
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Keyword clue:
A sailing ship

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Scar; 2 Romp; 3 Pair;
4 Rest; 5 Tiff; 6 Flab;
7 Bloc; 8 Cost; 9 Talk;
10 Kale; 11 Edam;
12 Mesh; 13 Hilt;
14 Thus; 15 Sped;
16 Drip.
Keyword: Clipper.

U

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.

WORD WHEEL
GARRULOUS
SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Statistics;
7 Emend; 8 Friends; 10 Overture;
11 Peal; 13 Lesson; 15 Picnic;
17 Corn; 18 Cannibal; 21 Species;
22 Greta; 23 Chess-match.
Down: 1 Sieve; 2 Addition; 3 Infirm;
4 Twig; 5 Concern; 6 Recollects;
9 Salt-cellar; 12 Midnight;
14 Screech; 16 Ransom; 19 Beech;
20 Hits.
Quick: Across: 1 Particular; 7 Expel;
8 Valiant; 10 Delegate; 11 Eden;
13 Terror; 15 Stanza; 17 Oust;
18 Well-to-do; 21 Galilee; 22 Adorn;
23 Protracted. Down: 1 Pupil;
2 Religion; 3 Invite; 4 Ugly;
5 Abandon; 6 Headstrong;
9 Tantamount; 12 Stalwart;
14 Rustler; 16 Geneva; 19 Ovoid;
20 Glut.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Are you feeling kind and generous?
This week gives you the chance to step back from an offer. Why
would you do that? To give someone else a chance they may
never have again. A personal risk that you took in recent months
now provides a reward. With so much on offer it may be hard to
choose, especially socially. Let your heart lead the way to new
experiences.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) There seem to be temptations
everywhere you look at the moment. Well, it has so far been that
sort of summer! Once you let your imagination out of the bag this
spring, there really was no holding you back! The main challenges
come where money and romance get mixed up. Taking a practical
approach is hard when fun is involved. Worn to a frazzle? Well,
you don’t seem to mind!
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) A little support now saves you
having to rescue someone later on. Yes, a bit of forward planning
never goes amiss. Although you are busy, remember that some
exercise is far better than none. This week make a point of getting
as healthy as possible to avoid potential trouble. After all, there
is much to be dealt with and enjoyed at the weekend! Use your
talents full rather than part time.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Involvement in an outdoor plan
could take you away from home this weekend. Make sure that
loved ones get out and enjoy themselves too. Resentment can
build up if they are not given enough information or notice. If you
are normally tied to a home situation then try to find some kind
of compromise. Not to do so could see you missing out on using
your special talents.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) A plan hatched some months ago
may need changing. If some practical points need tweaking you
could actually save some money! Listen hard to hear news of
someone you have not seen for some time. Small group activities
are favoured over mega-sized happenings. Financially you will be
glad that you went in that direction. A favour given will bring you
luck at the weekend.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Early romances were all a bit
hit and miss but you made some great friends. One of those now
turns up with a special message. Being sure of someone who you
are with now has given you great comfort. Being a bright light for
all around you is very clear. Rarely, though, do you receive such
applause! Well, enjoy it as it is well deserved. Involve a loved one
for best results.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Good news from abroad
may see you tweaking holiday plans. Stay away from times when
travel could be disrupted, though. When attending any important
social event, give plenty of time. Overall there is less movement
this year than last. Maybe you decided that was a bit of overkill?
A young friend visited you last year and now they are offering you
the same. Why not?
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Another week of
changes which, by now, you should be getting used to! Much of
the time you may be tied to the wishes of others but, if you keep a
flexible outlook, all should run smoothly. There will be times when
you wish for a more settled time or environment. Think, though, it
is not in your nature to avoid adventure! Wanting to show a united
front with your partner, there are not so many options.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) It is hard to tear
yourself away from the exciting company around you. No wonder
you are getting a little ahead of yourself this week. Coming face
to face with a stranger, you hear information that is hard to ignore.
Indeed, it needs to be acted upon. The benefits of a friend having
luck certainly rub off on you!
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Who is trying to get
closer to you? Maybe they have been held at arm’s length for
too long? A solution is close by. The answer lies in the hands of
a small friend. Waiting for some money to turn up? Given a bit of
extra information you see the whole thing in a new light. You may
even find a better way to present it!
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) The urge to get ahead
at a fast pace is apparent this week. Some would say that this is
not before time. Others will wonder why you have revisited this
particular plan. Could it be that romance offers to blossom once
more? Certainly you do not forget old friends so very easily. This
one could certainly play a crucial part in your future plans, yes?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Progress is currently slow but
good. A delightful young person may be threatening to fill your
weekend. Don’t be short-sighted about this, however. They have
something to offer which you used to treasure yourself. Because
of something that you achieved in the past you are now being
admired. It’s never too late to make the most of this.

