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Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
6. Has a row, being more impetuous (7)
7. A small beer, yet it could be large! (5)
9. It’s found in wells and sinks (3)
10. Letting in – or out! (9)
12. Perhaps nothing is as surprising (11)
15. A pointer for those needing
water (8,3)
17. Such speed could be fatal (9)
19. Hairstyle for a shilling (3)
22. Arrange to get rid of (7)
Down
1. State I mean to change (5)
2. Pen a story with no alternative (3)
3. It’s heavy, but possibly used as a
light attachment (4)
4. Wrong headcover? Don’t you
believe it! (9)

Across

19. Rapture (3)

5. Carpentry (7)

6. Liberty (7)

21. Quash (5)

8. Extend (6)

7. Hate (5)

22. Lavish (7)

9. Habitual joker (3)

Down
1. Big (5)

12. Besides (11)

2. Fresh (3)

15. Thoughtless (11)

3. By oneself (4)

17. Disconsolately (9)

4. Mitigation (9)

again (7)
8. To avoid it a child may go into it! (6)

11. Peevish (9)

11. One doesn’t hear them when they’re

13. Inn (6)

Sudoku

16. Slack (5)

dropped (9)
14. A catty female! (7)
16. Inferior choice of directions (5)

20. No longer

18. A counter shot (4)

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Do you feel just like an evertighter elastic band? Maybe you are being pulled in all directions.
Do you have a pair of scissors on you? Yes, cut those connections
that take advantage but give nothing back. Feel good about it.
After all you are helping others to be more self-reliant! Animals
figure hugely this week. A trip to the zoo or a new family pet? You
will enjoy the experience, no doubt.

20. A well-endowed resort (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Young sheep
2. Boast
3. Scottish valley
4. Title
5. Every
6. Pile
7. Stopper
8. Equipment
9. Ridge of coral
10. Insect
11. Corrosive substance
12. Prima donna
13. Among
14. Sullen
15. Affluent
16. Vestibule
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Keyword clue:
A girl’s name

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Lamb; 2 Brag; 3 Glen;
4 Name; 5 Each; 6 Heap;
7 Plug; 8 Gear; 9 Reef;
10 Flea; 11 Acid; 12 Diva;
13 Amid; 14 Dour;
15 Rich; 16 Hall.
Keyword: Gillian.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 6 Hastier; 7 Lager;
9 Ink; 10 Admission; 12 Astonishing;
15 Divining rod; 17 Breakneck;
19 Bob; 21 As yet; 22 Dispose.
Down: 1 Maine; 2 Sty; 3 Lead;
4 Falsehood; 5 Rebound; 8 Hiding;
11 Aspirates; 13 Orient; 14 Tigress;
16 Worse; 18 Chip; 20 Spa.
Quick: Across: 6 Freedom;
7 Abhor; 9 Wag; 10 Competent;
12 Furthermore; 15 Improvident;
17 Forlornly; 19 Joy; 21 Annul;
22 Profuse. Down: 1 Great; 2 New;
3 Solo; 4 Abatement; 5 Joinery;
8 Spread; 11 Querulous; 13 Tavern;
14 Impound; 16 Loose; 18 Lure;
20 Off.

Wordwheel
You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) The urge to get on with life is matched
only by a determination to do things right this time. Aiming for
perfection is great but be aware that what is perfect for one person
is not always perfect for another. Please yourself rather than trying
to please everyone. A crash course in diplomacy may be needed
at the weekend when you meet up with someone nerve-jangling.

13. Tore in, perhaps, from the East (6)

18. Enticement (4)

available (3)

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) At a busy time it is worth taking
a few days to consider progress. The middle of this week gives
the chance to really understand where you have been and where
you are going. Even those closest to you are puzzled by a distant
look and a delayed answer to their questions. Is it love? Is it
confusion? Well, maybe. The biggest thing on your mind at the
moment, though, is the future.

5. Recoil from being made confined

14. Confiscate (7)
10. Fit (9)

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Your love of life and willingness to
help others make the most of it come to the surface this week.
There is, you realise, so much worth sharing. An offer or change
at work makes you feel grateful for the opportunity. Be ready to
discuss money and try not to be too modest! Of course you are
worth more than you realise but have always been slow to make
a noise about it.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Want to know what is going on?
Keen enough to see how it could all help you? A few clicks are all
that it takes to join that group or club that will bring this knowledge
to you. It can seem strange that others are not showing the same
amount of interest. But they are, you will find out. This is a time
when long-term friendships are made and memories of the past
mingle with those of the future.

21. Could be yeast up to now (2,3)

Quick

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Well, at last it seems that your plans
are coming together. Any last-minute tweaks probably revolve
around finances, which just need organising. Your progress could
be even faster but it would involve taking advantage of someone’s
weakness. That does not sit well with your character and so can
be dismissed. Are you happy that someone is showing a romantic
interest in you?

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Creative connections bring
new relationships. Forget the past and don’t allow your actions
to be coloured by it. Freedom to choose does not mean that you
have to do so right away. Taking your time does not mean having
to kiss a lot of frogs! No! It does mean, however, the chance to
have some brilliant and stimulating conversations. Nothing in the
order of simple, please! Of course, you may throw in the odd hug
or two!
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Big changes, huge
emotions, jittery excitement and scattered moments of joy: all of
these can be experienced by you right now. None of them, of
course, need to be experienced alone. With so much goodwill
around you there are those only too willing to join in. Family are
a great source of ideas. You don’t need to win the lottery. Just
change your approach.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) When confidence
is high you really are fun to be with. This week sees others
remembering that and wanting to be in your circle. Some you
welcome and others find that you are too busy. Of course you
cannot invite everyone to the party, can you? Reasons for being
optimistic are many but you will insist on having your quietly
serious moments. Well, that’s you, isn’t it?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Friendships and cash
seem intertwined. Thoughts on this need sorting out but keep it
simple. If a planned party seems unaffordable, get everyone to
bring some food and a bottle. Giving it thought is fun for them.
Still, make their welcome warm even if they turn up with nothing.
As a naturally kind and generous host this should sit pretty well
with you in any case.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Anxieties of the past
have no place in your today or tomorrow. One of your talents
is the ability to forget. Use it now. Monday is a new start and
the Full Moon brings luck for the weekend. Although romance is
something you enjoy, great thoughts and exciting ideas are where
you are right now. A creative visit at the weekend rekindles an
interest from way back.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Although close to someone,
don’t feel that you always have to agree with them. A request does
not sit well with you. Tell them and then change the subject. Being
true to what you believe in makes you a stronger person. It also,
in the long run, makes you more respected. That is something that
means a lot to you, as it should. It’s not a time to compromise.

