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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. They help people grow better (5,7)
7. Possibly upset an arrangement (3-2)
8. An award for tidiness (5)
9. It must be a bit thick to bear (3)
10. Didn’t cost the earth! (4-5)
11. He counts and recounts (6)
12. Gives patient attention (6)
15. Not prepared, so to speak (9)
17. Allowed in court (3)
18. Country which might provide aid in
some way (5)
19. Break in staff (5)
21. Pieces of expertise guarded by
private industry? (5,7)

Quick
Across
1. Meteor (8,4)
7. Colloquial
language (5)
8. Reward (5)
9. Regret (3)
10. Space
vehicle (9)
11. Indigenous (6)
12. Hurled (6)
15. Meddle (9)

17. Consume (3)
18. Fetter (5)
19. Not heavy (5)
21. Endless (12)
Down
1. Californian
port (3,9)
2. Beverage (3)
3. Periods of
darkness (6)

Sudoku

4. Tomb (9)
5. Plea of being
elsewhere (5)
6. In various
places (4,3,5)
7. Dulcet (5)
10. Separation (9)
13. Unconcealed (5)
14. Madhouse (6)
16. Coach (5)
20. Firearm (3)

Down
1. Become very indignant and take
flight (2,2,2,3,3)
2. A negative point to bring up (3)
3. Little devil with the skill to
communicate (6)
4. A charity worth fighting for (4,5)
5. Crest of a partridge with part
missing (5)
6. Schemes put forward for places (12)
7. Go through the letters for something
charming (5)
10. Does it lend drama perhaps to one’s
sleep? (9)
13. Only about five find the answer (5)
14. Ocean liners? (6)
16. A royal house (5)
20. Part of linear curvature (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Cot
2. Bee’s sound
3. Metal
4. Gateau
5. Catch sight of
6. High-pitched bark
7. Rugby forward
8. Select
9. Tartan skirt
10. Fish
11. Afresh
12. Desire
13. Cowl
14. Challenge
15. Austen novel
16. Male voice
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Keyword clue:
An American river

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Crib; 2 Buzz; 3 Zinc;
4 Cake; 5 Espy; 6 Yelp;
7 Prop; 8 Pick; 9 Kilt;
10 Tuna; 11 Anew; 12
Wish; 13 Hood; 14 Dare;
15 Emma; 16 Alto.
Keyword: Potomac.
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TARANTULA
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A

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Green fingers;
7 Set-up; 8 Order; 9 Ice;
10 Dirt-cheap; 11 Teller; 12 Nurses;
15 Extempore; 17 Let; 18 India;
19 Stave; 21 Trade secrets.
Down: 1 Go up in the air; 2 Not;
3 Impart; 4 Good cause; 5 Ridge;
6 Propositions; 7 Spell;
10 Dreamland; 13 Solve; 14 Coasts;
16 Tudor; 20 Arc.
Quick: Across: 1 Shooting star;
7 Slang; 8 Prize; 9 Rue;
10 Satellite; 11 Native; 12 Thrown;
15 Interfere; 17 Eat; 18 Chain;
19 Light; 21 Interminable.
Down: 1 San Francisco; 2 Tea;
3 Nights; 4 Sepulchre; 5 Alibi;
6 Here and there; 7 Sweet;
10 Severance; 13 Overt; 14 Bedlam;
16 Train; 20 Gun.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) It is easy to get most plans to fall
into place this week. It is not through good luck that this happens
though! Determination and hard work see you free of tedious
tasks by midweek. Let your instincts guide you when it comes to
any romantic offers. This is not a time to accept second best even
if there is uncertainty in this area. Take your time if need be.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) As you are looking forward to swift
progress on the home front it may be necessary to give up on one
of your pleasures (at least for the time being). See this as a matter
of balance rather than a chore. Rewards come when a financial
situation is sorted out. Delays are likely near the weekend so why
not make this a time to lighten up and enjoy a change of scenery?
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Life may not be perfect but you
should stop thinking that it always has to be. Really, expect too
much and it is almost sure to end in disappointment. Look around
you and realise just how lucky you are. Be patient and progress
will be made sooner rather than later. Feeling pushy? Not a good
idea if others are doing their best anyway. Frustrating I know!
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) This week you are full of action
and determination. Yes, use that energy to progress some of your
harder plans. A lot of success comes from social meetings rather
than boardroom blurbs. When communications are sweet they
really do oil the wheels of progress! An attraction brings romance
to mind. Fine, but don’t let it distract you from the main and most
important plan.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Running around at breakneck speed?
Well, it won’t be the first time that this approach has been a
success. The fact is that where others are sluggish you score
every time. Being a hard act to follow, it could be that some
competition drops out. That may not be your aim as you do enjoy
a bit of resistance! The weekend will help to use up some of that
excess energy with the family.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Be prepared to rein in your
more speculative and imaginative side at work. By all means get
an idea over but do it without treading on any toes! Take some
advice when an exciting offer looks too good to be true. It could
be of more benefit to others than to yourself. As a friend departs
your social circle you may decide to keep in touch. Be sure to get
those details!
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) It is not like you to put
romance on the back boiler. This week, however, demands your
attention in other areas. To curb someone who is making a big
mistake, be prepared to spend some time with them. No, just
giving them a lecture will not work. Any communications need
extra effort this week. Have you been in this place before? Then
you know the chances.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Avoid awkward and
non-supporting people. At the moment your confidence needs a
boost, not dragging down. Is it a mystery why someone is taking
a sharp attitude? Factoring in a little jealousy could explain a lot.
Still, be your usual sweet self and ignore any negative comments.
You, Scorpio, know exactly what you want and you will aim to get
it for sure!
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Praise those who
do well for you this week. The chances are that you did not ask
and they acted instinctively. So much the better! Sometimes we
realise just how good a friend we have even if they have been a
little overlooked. Long-term projects are favoured at the moment.
That means some frustrations may have to be tolerated. You can
only do your best.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Prepare to be the
centre of attention as well as the apple of someone’s eye. Being
at your best is the least that you can do. You may well take certain
things and people for granted but don’t be foolish enough to let
them know that! Over-confidence could see you come unstuck
and so a little humility please, as wonderful as you are! Doublecheck any travel arrangements.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) New people are coming
your way even if you are not actively seeking them. That being
so, be at your best and certainly at your most entertaining. Home
life provides the spark that sets imagination flowing. Hold fire on
anything very expensive though as plans are still rather fluid. Yes,
a partner may change their mind at any time. Not feeling very
patient? Understandable!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Everyone and his brother
seems to want your attention. When will you get to do what you
want to do? Well, maybe not until the weekend. In the meantime,
get any loose financial ends tied up to avoid a headache down the
line. A journey may be easier if you go by coach rather than train.
Time to plan and relax a little? Could save some cash, too.

