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You have 10 mins to find as many words 
as possible using the letters in the wheel. 
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3 
others. Letters may be used only once. You 
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to 
be found.

How you rate: 
15 words, 
average;  
20 words, 
good;  
25 words, very 
good;  
30 or more, 
excellent.
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Across

 1. Besides (11)

 9. Bivalve  

mollusc (7)

 10. Urchin (5)

 11. Fire-raising (5)

 12. Canadian 

province (7)

 13. Prodigal (6)

 15. Dormant (6)

 18. Excess (7)

 20. A characteristic 

(5)

 22. Live (5)

 23. Avoidance (7)

 24. Enterprise (11)

Down
 2. Russian 

mountains (5)

 3. Special gifts (7)

 4. Use (6)

 5. Power (5)

 6. Regret (7)

 7. Firmly fixed (11)

 8. Incapable (11)

 14. Rendering (7)

 16. Relapse (7)

 17. Declare (6)

 19. Supple (5)

 21. Foreign (5)

Across
 1. They might give people new  

heart! (11)

 9. It was in form when young (7)

 10. Some of what he irons belongs to 

them (5)

 11. This is plural (5)

 12. Upset a caterer in a domestic row (7)

 13. Tries to put it in writing? (6)

 15. He doesn’t go for a horse that will 

finish (6)

 18. Put into liquidation? (7)

 20. A step in making wine? (5)

 22. Someone with good ones may 

attract a lot of them! (5)

 23. Hide from the real chaos (7)

 24. Happy manufacturers enjoy 

themselves? (11)

Down
 2. Verbal criticism of a show (5)

 3. In which youngsters blossom  

forth? (7)

 4. Pete gets round it being small (6)

 5. Moving melody about a good  

man (5)

 6. They knock inside for treatment (7)

 7. Are they given by singers accused of 

being off-key? (4,7)

 8. Have they no sense of duty? (4,7)

 14. Nobody in particular (7)

 16. Two small birds make one (7)

 17. Blamed for an uproar (6)

 19. One who gets up part of the  

stairs? (5)

 21. Hesitation about the stuff used in 

theatres (5)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words. 
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next 
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

 1. Building cover
 2. Just
 3. Peruse
 4. Herb
 5. Breathing organ
 6. Sport
 7. Ado
 8. Beach grains
 9. Writing table
 10. Flying toy
 11. Jealousy
 12. Period of time
 13. Spool
 14. Arm or leg
 15. Meat
 16. Defect
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s 
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle 
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLE CROSSWORD 

Cryptic: Across: 1 Transplants;  

9 Leveret; 10 Their; 11 These;  

12 Terrace; 13 Essays; 15 Stayer;  

18 Immerse; 20 Tread; 22 Looks;  

23 Leather; 24 Merrymakers.  

Down: 2 Revue; 3 Nursery; 4 Petite; 

5 Astir; 6 Therapy; 7 Flat denials;  

8 Free traders; 14 Someone;  

16 Titlark; 17 Bedlam; 19 Riser;  

21 Ether. 

Quick: Across: 1 Furthermore;  

9 Scallop; 10 Gamin; 11 Arson;  

12 Ontario; 13 Lavish; 15 Asleep;  

18 Surplus; 20 Trait; 22 Exist;  

23 Evasion; 24 Undertaking.  

Down: 2 Urals; 3 Talents; 4 Employ;  

5 Might; 6 Remorse; 7 Established;  

8 Incompetent; 14 Version;  

16 Setback; 17 Assert; 19 Lithe;  

21 Alien.

WORD SPIRAL
1 Roof; 2 Fair; 3 Read;  
4 Dill; 5 Lung; 6 Golf;  
7 Fuss; 8 Sand; 9 Desk; 
10 Kite; 11 Envy; 12 Year; 
13 Reel; 14 Limb;  
15 Beef; 16 Flaw. 
Keyword: Seaweed.
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:  
A marine growth

N

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) This is a time for mending anything 
broken, and that includes friendships. Old gripes should now be 
cleared away and new pathways opened to the future. Someone 
who you thought you had ‘grown out of’ is still able to put a twinkle 
in your eyes. Take a light-hearted attitude to any fresh proposals. 
Is it worthwhile to rekindle this old flame? Probably not if you are 
already feeling warm enough!

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Thoughts of love and romance 
come and go at the moment. This is maybe because you are 
occupied with more ‘serious’ matters? Rethink what you really 
need in life and then get on with living in the moment. This is when 
you will attract the most mates. Is it because they see something 
spontaneous in you? Are you ready to brighten up the social 
scene for those around you?

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) People seeking out your company 
is nothing new. Of course, some of them want your time and 
attention because you are fun to be with. Someone at the moment, 
though, has a rather more long-term hope. Don’t dismiss them 
just because they have been around for a long time. We all change 
and they may now be just the tonic that you have been looking for. 
What have you to lose?

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) In a boost to your social life this 
week there is the chance of meeting some unusual people. This 
triggers your curiosity and is certainly mind-opening! When it 
comes to long-term friends be sure to keep in touch. When 
changes happen you need to know about it. Accept an unusual 
character as they are without trying to change them. They may 
not be perfect but then perfection could make them boring.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Family matters are very upbeat. 
Celebrations are likely to trigger old memories. For once you are 
allowed to share the past with loved ones and not be accused 
of being over-sentimental. Romantic love comes and goes and 
that can mean not taking promises in this area too seriously. 
Remember that, much as you like someone, it is not guaranteed 
that they will ever change!

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) There is a lot of ‘nest 
building’ going on at the moment and I do not just refer to our 
feathered friends! Someone is sending social sparks out in all 
directions and, if you are interested, speed is needed. Confidence 
can be built up gradually by always stretching yourself that little 
bit more. Well, the effort is unavoidable if you want success in this 
relationship.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Someone new coming into 
your life really gives you a boost. Although you like a fairly quiet 
life, the need for something or someone special is very strong. 
Being flexible about who you meet this week could see you out 
of your comfort zone but feeling as though you have made real 
progress. You are not one to put up with second best, however, 
and you will speak your mind.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Quite the sparky one 
this week, aren’t you? Someone who annoyed you recently has 
spurred you on to show your inner feelings. Practical thoughts 
seem to fly out of the window when your heart is involved. Being 
the best that you can really boosts your confidence and chances 
of success. By keeping your dignity intact you are sending out the 
right message.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Trying to bring 
peace and harmony into your life? Well there is sure to be someone 
who makes that difficult. Are you being thrown a challenge? 
Knowing how good you are, you may consider this to be below 
you. Jump out of that stiff shirt and feel the freedom of free choice. 
How good does it feel to be clear of all the expectations of others, 
not just your own?

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Seeing the funny side 
of a situation is just the beginning of a change of heart. Really, it is 
time that you stopped taking everything in life so seriously! Do not 
see yourself as a workhorse or a convenience for others. Indeed, 
without you there are those who would seriously fail. What you 
volunteer for at the weekend may seriously give your confidence 
and health a boost! 

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Surprise those around 
you this week with a surge of energy and renewed enthusiasm. 
It certainly does seem that a break from your usual routine has 
worked wonders. Pushing ahead with plans midweek could see 
some opposition. Someone dragging their feet? It may be that 
their objections are not serious. Is it really the only way that they 
can get your attention?

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Although you love a peaceful 
life, it will not be accepted at any cost! The person trying to push 
you into a corner is likely to be on shaky ground. Their argument 
could collapse at any time. So rather than giving in, try just turning 
around and getting on with something else. Annoying, of course, 
but make it clear that you have other options. Stay charming to 
show how confident you are.


