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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
6, 20 Dn & 14 Ac. What the angler who
seeks flattery is doing? (7,3,11)
7. Checks the organ controls (5)
9. Wretched word of apology (5)
10. Lost dials I’m returning (7)
12. Charts repay rearranging for this
exploratory body (6,5)
14. See 6 Across
18. Depict the harbour with a shaft of
light behind (7)
19. A fish which is put on ice (5)
21. He’ll see you’re not out of place at
the function (5)
22. Workmen in the club (7)

Quick
Across
6. Custodian (7)
7. Opinions (5)
9. Inclination (5)
10. Enslave (7)

19. Adhere (5)

5. Jersey (7)

21. Expel (5)

8. To charm (7)

22. Despoil (7)

11. Shuns (7)

Down

13. Commend (7)

1. Cunning (5)

15. Lessen (6)

2. Impede (6)

16. Stretch (6)

14. Understood (11)

3. Enemy (3)

17. Performed (5)

18. Boring tool (7)

4. Accident (6)

20. Beer (3)

12. Jumping
insect (11)

Sudoku

Down
1. He’s underage to be a coal producer,
we hear (5)
2. See 16 Down
3. Gain knowledge – what writers need
may be found within (3)
4. Suitable name for star actress (6)
5. They are bound to support the
injured members (7)
8. Loading boat having less cargo? (7)
11. First, second or third, maybe,
making a disturbance in spoken
examination (7)
13. Nobody plays with him (7)
15. To dawdle, as one who makes
earthenware (6)
16 & 2 Dn. Assuming command and
withstanding the attack (6,6)
17. The Tempest showing some of
Caliban’s tormentors (5)
20. See 6 Across

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Snake’s sound
2. Smoke and fog
3. Network
4. Grime
5. Cash register
6. Remaining
7. Sepulchre
8. Defeat
9. Therefore
10. Celebrity
11. Surprise attack
12. Podium
13. Went quickly
14. Sketch
15. Magician’s rod
16. Mend with stitches
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Keyword clue:
A boy’s name
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Hiss; 2 Smog; 3 Grid;
4 Dirt; 5 Till; 6 Left;
7 Tomb; 8 Beat; 9 Thus;
10 Star; 11 Raid; 12 Dais;
13 Sped; 14 Draw;
15 Wand; 16 Darn.
Keyword: Bernard.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 6 Fishing; 7 Stops;
9 Sorry; 10 Mislaid; 12 Search party;
14 Compliments; 18 Portray;
19 Skate; 21 Usher; 22 Joiners.
Down: 1 Minor; 2 Charge; 3 Ink;
4 Stella; 5 Splints; 8 Lighter;
11 Ordinal; 13 Soloist; 15 Potter;
16 Taking; 17 Storm; 20 For.
Quick: Across: 6 Curator; 7 Views;
9 Slope; 10 Enthral; 12 Grasshopper;
14 Apprehended; 18 Bradawl;
19 Stick; 21 Evict; 22 Plunder.
Down: 1 Guile; 2 Hamper; 3 Foe;
4 Mishap; 5 Sweater; 8 Enchant;
11 Eschews; 13 Approve;
15 Reduce; 16 Extend; 17 Acted;
20 Ale.

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) This week gives you the chance
to understand yourself and others better. Be curious and ask
the questions. More important, though, is to really listen to the
answers! You may now consider that you were a little hasty to
judge in the past. Well, no point in going over it. Keep the past
where it belongs. Look for things you have in common with others
rather than the differences.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Mix and match with family and
friends, especially at the weekend. Any excuse will do for a gettogether. Maybe it is time to mend bridges and get in touch with
long lost folk. Going down memory lane is great fun. However,
don’t fall into any emotional traps. Be sure to let it be known how
busy you are until you know what you want to do. Time may be a
great healer but it can’t bring back life.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Love lingers and you ask yourself
many questions about it. At the beginning and end of relationships
there are many ‘what ifs’. Sometimes the things that we most
regret later in life are those things that we did not do rather than
those that we did. It is not a time to rush in or out. Take your time.
Give love another chance if it feels right for you both. Feel free.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) There is quite bit of nest-building
going on around you. Is this making you want to join in? As a
lion you like to keep your escape route clear. That is, unless you
feel so secure that it is irrelevant. Think how you would feel if
someone simply disappeared from your life. If you want to keep
them near, then let them know. Now, about that nest building. Can
you, should you, resist?
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Usually preferring to do
things with others (isn’t it much more fun?) this week could see
you being a bit of a loner. This could even be from choice so
that you are able to get more done. No need to feel guilty. Find
somewhere that calms or stimulates you as you wish. Those who
forget their feelings and interests can lose themselves.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) ) Love is important. No.
Love is essential. To this end you need to decide if you will accept
what you have. Maybe it is best to seek out what you really need.
Those who have a good family are blessed. Those who have not,
however, can seek to make their own. You have a big heart and
much to give. That will be apparent to someone special this week.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Friendships this week
flourish under a lighter atmosphere. Put behind you any nasty
niggles when guests appear. If you smile enough your mood will
automatically lift. In any case the wrinkles of laughter are far more
pleasing than the wrinkles of misery. Be in the mood to have an
open mind and heart. Who knows what you will see? Joy?
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Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Slipping into a light-hearted and
holiday mood is so easy for you! There is the desire and incentive
to build on relationships. Someone who you have not seen for
some time is on your mind. Do you know where to find them? Get
your thinking cap on. What may have been the wrong time for
your friendship may be the right time now. Feed your curiosity and
find the answer to some unanswered questions.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Fine weather, fine
friends and fine food. We would like them all. Remember, though,
that two out of three is not so very bad! Look upon this time as
one of making very personal decisions. Small things make up
big smiles. A much younger member of the family makes perfect
sense of something that you thought of as complicated. Keep
visits short and sweet.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) An open and shut
case of romanticism grabs you midweek. What have you done
to deserve all of this confusion? You have allowed your mind and
imagination to run free. It is rather like being a child again. Life
seems simple, mainly because you just don’t understand it all. Is
it really essential to know everything? Can’t you just go with the
flow? Don’t ask your conscience. Ask your soul.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) As you are such a socially
expansive person you have many friends. Hold on though, are
most of them acquaintances? Pick through and decide who could
be a little closer to you if you got to know them better. ‘The more
the merrier’ could be your motto. A partner could become jealous
of your popularity. Can you include them more or do they need to
learn to find their own niche?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) If you don’t mind a bit of noise
and chaos then this week will see you in your element. Fun comes
from all directions and, unless you are being a hermit, just sit back
and enjoy! Nobody is trying to be clever, just jolly. Join them and
let your hair down. Sometimes you do take life too seriously.
When it comes to romance, playing cool with someone could see
them back off. Is that what you want?

