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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. But a king doesn’t slow down to do
it! (4,2,4)
7. Cancel the fight (5)
8. Puts off one’s retirement (5,2)
10. Not a wholesale storyteller? (8)
11. What the sea may do to a ship (4)
13. Fixed form of denial (6)
15. The usual thing a shop receives from
people (6)
17. Plans to give mother an additional
item (4)
18. Crimes one flies from perhaps (8)
21. Its root may be made into a stew (7)
22. Indian queen managed to get two
points (5)
23. There’s no demand for this article of
mail (4,6)

Quick
Across
1. Act as
judge (10)
7. Peevish (5)
8. Defective (7)
10. Involve in
complications
(8)
11. Tuft (4)
13. Push (6)
15. Corrupt (6)

17. Helper (4)

4. Throw (4)

18. Obvious (8)

5. Tripper (7)

21. Interpret (7)

6. Stress (10)

22. Loft (5)

9. Trust (10)

23. Contrition (10)
Down

12. Grumble (8)
14. Backslide (7)

1. Concerning (5)

16. Brigand (6)

2. Equity (8)

19. Take a dip (5)

3. Twofold (6)

20. Dumb (4)

Sudoku

Down
1. Best, strange as it seems! (5)
2. Working again in a new
partnership? (8)
3. States differ – so do these (6)
4. The last men to raise offspring (4)
5. Give generously when there’s a
whip-round (4,3)
6. Nightwatchman! (10)
9. Tore stamps out? He must have
done sometimes (10)
12. He favours dictation above all his
subjects (8)
14. I’m old-fashioned, there’s no getting
away from it (7)
16. Go away to plead with one (6)
19. A good shot but the winner loses a
point (5)
20. Such a lot of horses may create
dust (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Sicilian volcano
2. Region
3. Atmosphere
4. First man
5. Intend
6. Title
7. Dutch cheese
8. Masculine
9. Reverberation
10. Cooker
11. Shipshape
12. Melt
13. Teak, say
14. Expensive
15. Hasty
16. Search for prey
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Keyword clue:
An American state

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Etna; 2 Area; 3 Aura;
4 Adam; 5 Mean; 6 Name;
7 Edam; 8 Male; 9 Echo;
10 Oven; 11 Neat;
12 Thaw; 13 Wood;
14 Dear; 15 Rash; 16 Hunt.
Keyword: Montana.
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TWITCHING
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Work to rule;
7 Scrap; 8 Stays up; 10 Retailer;
11 Toss; 13 Nailed; 15 Custom;
17 Maps; 18 Felonies; 21 Risotto;
22 Ranee; 23 Dead letter.
Down: 1 Worst; 2 Repaired; 3 Tastes;
4 Rear; 5 Lash out; 6 Astronomer;
9 Postmaster; 12 Autocrat;
14 Impasse; 16 Begone; 19 Inner;
20 Stud.
Quick: Across: 1 Adjudicate;
7 Cross; 8 Unsound; 10 Entangle;
11 Wisp; 13 Thrust; 15 Rotten;
17 Ally; 18 Palpable; 21 Expound;
22 Attic; 23 Repentance.
Down: 1 About; 2 Justness;
3 Double; 4 Cast; 5 Tourist;
6 Accentuate; 9 Dependence;
12 Complain; 14 Relapse; 16 Bandit;
19 Bathe; 20 Mute.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A sudden burst of energy connects
you to the here and now. Yes, Aries, you are being urged to live in
the moment and make the most of each day. Part of this feeling
of urgency is the will to help someone close and help them now!
Today you wonder at your selflessness but at the weekend you
will wonder at the difference it has made. Enthusiasm really
seems to be your friend.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Backroom chats bring the best
results at the moment. Your preferred system of barging straight
in may have already been tried. Any rebuff should not be taken
personally. There are many irritated people around at the moment
and any attempt at humour could make matters worse. Instead
look on the bright side. Be realistic though. It is the future that
others should look towards.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Being able to see further ahead is a
gift. Add to that your knack of talking yourself into anything and
you begin to believe. The question is, what do you believe in that
will bring you nearer your goal? In a week full of illusions and
confusions it is hard to tell. Think back five years and ask the
question again: ‘What did I want in the future?’ Is it maybe time to
reset your way forward?
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Workmates can be pretty helpful this
week and even add to your social life if you wish. With confidence
high, why not ask for what you need? Any thoughts of taking extra
training or a course to improve your knowledge seem right on
cue. When showing enthusiasm, just see how others are carried
along with you. Someone close gives a new way of looking at life
that somehow had passed you by.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Moving a relationship to the next level
is something that has been given great thought. This week could
see others more receptive to permanent solutions. Security is
high on your agenda and it shows. Don’t forget, though, that in
all of this activity romance should play a part. Someone needs to
be coaxed around to your opinions and not just taken for granted.
Feeling valued is important.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Take advantage of any
chances to increase your cash flow. This can also mean cutting
back on spending. Success in this or a windfall are likely. Just
don’t let anyone talk you into parting with that hard-earned
money! Hairbrained ideas are all around you at the moment and
the enthusiasm of others can be intoxicating. A holiday can bring
you clarity of mind.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Sometimes people demand
so much of your time and thoughts that it becomes stifling. You
love to help and bring happiness to others. Even so, building up
a little happiness for yourself has to come top of your current list.
Just reach out to someone who may be feeling a bit neglected of
late. Will you plan to see them for some quality time soon? You
could both do with relaxation!
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Much as you love to
be there for others, it may sometimes become a bit too much.
Do something for yourself this week. Whatever makes you feel
relaxed and fulfilled has to be good, yes? Recharging those
emotional batteries brings benefits for everyone in your world. It
is all right to look for peace and quiet once in a while. Indeed, why
not make it a more regular thing?
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Feeling in the
doldrums? Are you standing there and thinking about the future
without moving? There may be no wind in your sails at the
moment but you can be ready for when there is! Tackle any small
matters that need your attention, however petty they may seem.
You don’t want them holding you back when the order to ‘hoist
the main sail’ is heard.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Some kind of
opportunity or promotion is likely this month but could take you
by surprise. Why? Well, you are far too modest to blow your own
trumpet. Maybe someone else has been doing it for you. Are
thank yous in order? Do you realise how much you are liked?
Take the chance this weekend to thank those working behind the
scenes to push you forward.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Loving stability is one
of your more attractive characteristics. It pleases both business
and loving partners. This week, though, there may be change
that you don’t like and may even resist. Although you would like
something new and exciting to happen you don’t want to lose
what you have. No need for that if you are willing to be flexible.
Now listen carefully!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Teamwork and a bit of flexibility
is the way forward this week and for the rest of the month.
Communications are good and can be built on. Think carefully
what you want to say and don’t be distracted. Your vision is
clearer than others’ and so you need to guide them. Avoid ruffling
any feathers by being too noisy about an idea. Get agreement first
on a one-to-one basis.

