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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. A theologian’s increases (4)
3. A stroke of the worst misfortune? (8)
9. An attractive item gains nothing in a
car engine (7)
10. An inviting suggestion (5)
11. Possibly wages last for one
drink! (5,2,5)
13. Say thanks when advanced the
money (6)
15. Decided who would take part (6)
17. Such a warning may make one see
red! (6,6)
20. Outstanding feature stands before a
foreign land (5)
21. Chastise a chap in touching
fashion (7)
22. He may scratch a living as an
artist (8)
23. Discover an oriental secret agent (4)

Quick
Across

20. Freight (5)

5. Prodigality (12)

1. Remedy (4)

21. Debar (7)

6. Tract (7)

3. Merrymaker (8)

22. Sauce (8)

7. Grade (4)

9. Prohibition (7)
10. Sequence (5)

23. Tidings (4)
Down

8. Forward (12)
12. Ardour (8)

11. Certain (12)

1. Priestly (8)

14. Afflict (7)

13. Arrogate (6)

2. Fanatical (5)

16. Invisible (6)

15. Cows (6)

4. Mass

17. Extension (12)

departure (6)

Sudoku

18. Harden (5)
19. Sour (4)

Down
1. Might lay around being
omnipotent! (8)
2. Follow mother in principle (5)
4. First impressions are convincing (6)
5. Maybe a paper is torn to make
them! (12)
6. Beg for a free show to follow in
French (7)
7. Altered a dry measure (4)
8. He’s welcome to talk Latin (7,5)
12. Worship of images adroitly
modified (8)
14. Giving willingly (7)
16. Squirm – like a man under a
summons? (6)
18. Send East for your wants (5)
19. He follows the account painfully (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Punt
2. Door handle
3. Floating marker
4. Spun thread
5. Golf’s Faldo
6. Be aware of
7. Insect
8. Leaf of book
9. Gaelic
10. Verge
11. Jug
12. Encircle
13. Chew steadily
14. Conflicts
15. Slender
16. Planet
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Keyword clue:
A herb

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Kick; 2 Knob; 3 Buoy;
4 Yarn; 5 Nick; 6 Know;
7 Wasp; 8 Page; 9 Erse;
10 Edge; 11 Ewer;
12 Ring; 13 Gnaw;
14 Wars; 15 Slim; 16 Mars.
Keyword: Parsley.
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DOCTORATE
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T

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
25 words,
good;
35 words, very
good;
40 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Adds; 3 Apoplexy;
9 Magneto; 10 Enter;
11 Glass of water; 13 Talent;
15 Casted; 17 Danger signal;
20 China; 21 Tangent; 22 Engraver;
23 Espy. Down: 1 Almighty;
2 Dogma; 4 Proofs; 5 Preparations;
6 Entreat; 7 Yard; 8 Persona grata;
12 Idolatry; 14 Leaving; 16 Writhe;
18 Needs; 19 Ache.
Quick: Across: 1 Cure; 3 Reveller;
9 Embargo; 10 Train;
11 Indisputable; 13 Assume;
15 Cattle; 17 Continuation; 20 Cargo;
21 Exclude; 22 Dressing; 23 News.
Down: 1 Clerical; 2 Rabid; 4 Exodus;
5 Extravagance; 6 Leaflet; 7 Rank;
8 Presumptuous; 12 Keenness;
14 Scourge; 16 Unseen; 18 Inure;
19 Acid.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Look to your dreams for inspiration.
This is the right time to be inspired by the world around you. Use
all of that energy to charm and cajole others to support you, being
brave enough to ask for what you want. There is a need to be
flexible when it comes to finances. Sudden expenses need to
be balanced with what is coming into the pot! Perhaps you can
negotiate timing?
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) With some emotions running high
this week you need to keep a rein on any outbursts. Pushing
your demands with someone may not be the best tactic.
There is the danger of getting some facts mixed up. It is worth
double-checking information. Some adjustments at home could
be uncomfortable. However, once made life runs much more
smoothly. Help someone to walk before they can run.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) There could be bit of disappointment
this week when someone does not make you feel appreciated.
Please consider that they may be stressed or unwell. As a caring
person yourself it is easier to be sympathetic. Someone who
attracts you romantically may be equally as stressed or busy. So,
is it up to you to make the first move? Offering something relaxing
and non-demanding works best.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Seeing someone needing help, it is
very tempting to just rush in. Taking a more roundabout approach,
however, can save their pride. Reaching out as a friend gives a
more relaxing atmosphere. Equally, someone who appears really
self-sufficient could be struggling. Body language gives a lot
away, so be observant! The chance to be a bit of a matchmaker at
the weekend causes some smiles.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) The business of everyday can
sometimes make us forget the small things that matter, like
thanking someone for their help or advice, returning something
borrowed or keeping a promise. Making someone feel important
to you this week really makes a difference to their mood and
confidence. Forget giving attention to those who shout loudest. Is
their need really that urgent?
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Are you worried about a
conversation you have to have this week? Gather up all your
confidence and charm! This is a good time for showing a more
caring side and, if you appear genuine, it can end in smiles. Did life
used to be simpler? Why was that? Could it be that not speaking
your mind has led to awkward misunderstandings? If someone
could read your mind at the moment they would give you a hug!
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) When going into something
new you find that you know far more than you thought. Where
there is a leadership gap this week you would do well to take it.
Others don’t see you as the bossy type but you make up for that
with charm and maturity. Taking a practical approach, you get it
right between interfering and helping. Your instincts are spot on!
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) This week is full of
goods and bads, ups and downs. Sometimes you are puzzled
about what is actually going on. Relax and make the most of the
ups as this will give you the energy to deal with the downs. It is a
balancing act. Talking about balance, it is not a luxury to take time
out to be with loved ones you know! Make this weekend special
by being together.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Feel as though
something is changing? Is it inside of you or outside? Don’t worry.
That will solve nothing. Take it in that this could be a good thing,
even exciting. How long is it since something exciting happened?
A bit of faith in the future is needed now. Something that should
have happened a long time ago could now come for a second
visit. Look forward.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Optimism is well
rewarded at the moment. Thinking of the best outcome in whatever
you do could make it so. Cut no corners at work or home and
do your best whatever comes along. A chance remark midweek
could slip past you unnoticed, which is why I am mentioning it.
A lazy brain will get you nowhere but stay sharp of mind and eye
and who knows what will turn up!
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Look now at what is
possible rather than what is not. We tend to drift into situations
and decisions when we are not paying proper attention. We all do
it to some degree. Be critical. Look again at what you are being
asked to do and decide if it is the best thing for you. Looking at
the future and using your imagination brings an amazing insight.
Who would have thought it? You!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Keep life simple. Go for
opportunities without getting too involved initially. Getting a
balance at home and work is easier if you are honest about the
time you have. Thinking too long and hard about something is not
always the best way. Trust in your past experiences and instincts.
They can work well together. Give love more time and anticipate
the joy.

