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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
7. Does some pressing (5)
8. Make an effort and study
with care (7)
9. League leader’s meat? (7)
10. A certain amount of price deduction
is granted (5)
12. Share out is tried but as an
alternative (10)
15. No new means of measuring
time? (6,4)
18. As experienced by a man of
vision? (5)
19. Unfit to be an eminent person? (7)
21. Number of insects that pay rent (7)
22. Flowers adorning Sapporo’s
esplanade (5)

Quick
Across

19. Provisional (7)

5. Insurrection (8)

7. Residence (5)

21. Anger (7)

6. Pagan (7)

8. Feign (7)

22. Find out (5)

11. Withdrawal (10)

9. Pardon (7)

Down

13. Impend (8)

10. Bury (5)

1. Histrionic (10)

14. Guard (7)

12. Praise (10)

2. Search (5)

16. Hurt (6)

15. Agree (10)

3. Sense (4)

17. Smash (5)

18. Door catch (5)

4. Maintain (6)

20. Incline (4)

Sudoku

Down
1. Supported, nevertheless, with
locks (10)
2. Open a page, perhaps (5)
3. Wine from Castile (4)
4. Stress, in a manner of speaking (6)
5. Idleness in battle (8)
6. End fuel blending, that’s
necessary (7)
11. You can have it and yet be clothesmad! (5,5)
13. Shame! (8)
14. Shows or hides (7)
16. He’s not treated in a just way (6)
17. Too fat to be seen without ten (5)
20. The Conservative takes his from
history (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Whip
2. German man
3. Flightless bird
4. Elderly
5. Deceased
6. Flat circular object
7. Leg part
8. Lose colour
9. Direction
10. Dull heavy sound
11. Watch face
12. Plant part
13. Cut down
14. Quiet spell
15. Hobble
16. Indigent
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Keyword clue:
An American state

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Lash; 2 Herr; 3 Rhea;
4 Aged; 5 Dead; 6 Disc;
7 Calf; 8 Fade; 9 East;
10 Thud; 11 Dial; 12 Leaf;
13 Fell; 14 Lull; 15 Limp;
16 Poor.
Keyword: Florida.
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WORD WHEEL
CELEBRATE

T

E

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 7 Urges; 8 Contend;
9 Topside; 10 Ceded; 12 Distribute;
15 Second hand; 18 Dream;
19 Notable; 21 Tenants; 22 Roses.
Down: 1 Buttressed; 2 Agape;
3 Asti; 4 Accent; 5 Inaction;
6 Needful; 11 Dress sense;
13 Ignominy; 14 Screens; 16 Honest;
17 Obese; 20 Tory.
Quick: Across: 7 House; 8 Pretend;
9 Absolve; 10 Inter; 12 Compliment;
15 Correspond; 18 Latch;
19 Interim; 21 Incense; 22 Learn.
Down: 1 Theatrical; 2 Quest; 3 Feel;
4 Upkeep; 5 Sedition; 6 Heathen;
11 Retirement; 13 Overhang;
14 Protect; 16 Pained; 17 Break;
20 Tilt.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Conversations on the home front
run more smoothly than those at work. Somehow it seems, this
week, that everyone is out to frustrate your plans. No, you are not
imagining it. However, when others try to make sense of their own
world they may not have time to get involved with yours! That
means you have to be patient and wait until the time is right. In the
meantime, pay attention to details.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) The need to just ‘get on with things’
is strong to say the least. Those around you, however, seem to be
rudderless and unable to make decisions. Trying to take charge
could make things more complicated, indeed worse. Luckily your
love life is showing more than a spark of success. Enthusiasm in
this area can more than make up for minor frustrations. See that
gate ahead? You so want to jump it!
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) There is a feeling that the world
around you is becoming very vague. Where does that come from?
Not from within you. No, so many people are feeling confused and
negative at the moment, providing a foggy atmosphere. This is
not a time to make far-reaching decisions on the future. Still, you
can plan ahead and develop plan B and even C while waiting for
others to wake up.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) You have a strong sense of who
you are. Sadly, sometimes, you suspect that others do not see
you so clearly. This can be frustrating and hold your plans up. To
break free from this stalemate it is sometimes best to take the
path ahead alone. This is likely to be temporary but essential if
you are to avoid frustration. Much as you like others, they can be
really annoying!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Is everyone at odds with you? Feel
as though you just stepped into the wrong movie? You are not
alone! In a crazy month it is natural for folk to get a bit frazzled.
The answer is to talk to others and see how they feel also. A
problem shared is really a problem with some of the stress taken
out. Some things just don’t make sense so take it on day by day,
moment by moment.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Being in a situation this
week where you don’t know which direction to go in is crazy.
This is not like you and you are asking questions of yourself that
just have no answers. Patience is hard to find. So, I am going to
suggest that you are practical and just see what you can do as
opposed to what you can’t do! Stay calm even when others seem
very stupid. Step back and think.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Being a sign that really
dislikes any kind of aggravation, this can be a very uncomfortable
time. Usually happier to influence things from the background,
you now find yourself in the thick of things. Diplomatic though
you are, just be open and honest. Expect a few startled looks, but
your message will get through. Others know that you are always
fair and measured.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) In a more settled week
there is the chance to spend more time with loved ones. The
possibility of a holiday reminds you of life’s real pleasures! Never
forget that they are there or you will lose your incentive to carry
on. There may be some worrying things happening in the world,
but in your own universe things are looking quite rosy. Gather ye
rosebuds and enjoy life!
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Something of a
shock wave is slowly moving in your direction. This week there is
a feeling of impending change. You would much prefer things to
stay the same and to be as expected. Not much chance of that.
Still, give yourself a chance to see where this could all end up.
Not so bad? Indeed, quite a good chance of success? A gift that
comes without asking perhaps.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Everything seems so
up in the air at the moment. As much as you may seek stability
you seem to be getting quite the opposite. This is especially true
when it comes to your working life. Seek to hold everything and
everyone at home close to you. Let them know what you think and
feel. Holding back means stress and you certainly need to avoid
that! Be brave in your thoughts.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Changes at work may
initially upset you, but wait! These can give you a chance of
learning and reaping new rewards! There is, also, the social side
of a new situation. Meeting some really different and interesting
people is just what you need right now. The unexpected is
happening. Isn’t that just the sort of adventure that you need?
Embrace the strange new feelings.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Some things that you have
always believed to be true are now being questioned, not by
others but by yourself. Who has been so inspiring as to change
your way of thinking and seeing things? Romance may well have
something to do with your fuzzy state of mind. Finding it enjoyable
makes it hard to see things clearly enough to be able to make a
decision. Well, don’t then!

