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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. A sporting combination to bear
abundant fruit, we hear (4)
3. He’s absolutely in control (8)
9. Country to impose a veto
inter alia! (7)
10. Catchment areas – great ones,
maybe (5)
11. Essays for which notes are
indispensable (12)
13. The spread of what was once part of
a camp? (6)
15. A list of meeting points (6)
17. Could they be members of a firing
party? (12)
20. Island requiring a bit of secret
exploration (5)
21. A dangerous floater, no longer part of
the pack (7)
22. What the gardener sets as his
blooming standard! (4,4)
23. A sign that there should be an adder
around! (4)

Quick
Across

20. Boredom (5)

6. Apparel (7)

1. Choose (4)

21. Wordy (7)

7. Pitcher (4)

3. Jam (8)

22. Commonplace (8)

8. Memory (12)

9. Rubbers (7)
10. Doubly (5)

23. Pluck (4)

12. Outlook (8)

Down

14. Condescended

11. Teacher (12)

1. Delight (8)

13. Sieve (6)

2. Trainer (5)

16. Tremble (6)

15. Substance (6)

4. Recommence (6)

18. Smell (5)

17. Impolite (12)

5. Adequate (12)

19. Nil (4)

Sudoku

(7)

Down
1. Completed a rush job on the roof (8)
2. In which impressions of different
countries are collected (5)
4. Not an upright type (6)
5. Effective accounts of what the tattler
is doing (7,5)
6. Received by the host, but
deceived (5,2)
7. It’s right to employ a trick (4)
8. No men can tune into this public
statement (12)
12. Periods of treatment required by a
fool in rough games! (8)
14. Those who look after business
propositions (7)
16. Public notice wickedness – specialist
opinion needed (6)
18. One distribution can’t be bettered (5)
19. The mark of a wound will produce
endless alarm (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Cook
2. Money reserve
3. Stun
4. Discharge
5. Fish
6. Horse breed
7. Dandy
8. Forearm bone
9. Corrosive substance
10. Child’s toy
11. Idle
12. Period of time
13. Gardening tool
14. Heinous
15. Minus
16. Type of music
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Keyword clue:
A musical instrument

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Chef; 2 Fund; 3 Daze;
4 Emit; 5 Tuna; 6 Arab;
7 Beau; 8 Ulna; 9 Acid;
10 Doll; 11 Lazy; 12 Year;
13 Rake; 14 Evil; 15 Less;
16 Soul.
Keyword: Ukulele.
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WORD WHEEL
DEPRAVITY

Y

A

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Team;
3 Dictator; 9 Albania; 10 Lakes;
11 Compositions; 13 Extent;
15 Agenda; 17 Incendiaries;
20 Crete; 21 Iceberg; 22 Rose tree;
23 Plus. Down: 1 Thatched; 2 Album;
4 Italic; 5 Telling tales;
6 Taken in; 7 Ruse; 8 Announcement;
12 Massages; 14 Tenders;
16 Advice; 18 Ideal; 19 Scar.
Quick: Across: 1 Pick;
3 Preserve; 9 Erasers; 10 Twice;
11 Schoolmaster; 13 Riddle;
15 Matter; 17 Discourteous;
20 Ennui; 21 Verbose; 22 Ordinary;
23 Grit. Down: 1 Pleasure; 2 Coach;
4 Resume; 5 Satisfactory; 6 Raiment;
7 Ewer; 8 Recollection; 12 Prospect;
14 Deigned; 16 Quiver; 18 Odour;
19 Zero.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Use your energy to the full to get
ahead in this inspiring week. Even after a hyperactive weekend
you may still feel that you could go on forever. Of course, you can’t!
We all reach a point of tiredness with the chance to slow down.
Still, by then you will be pleased with progress. Ploughing through
all the things that you need to do, many would be overwhelmed.
Not you! Your mind is sharp.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A strong sense of who you are and
where you are going makes for satisfaction this week. Disliking
indecision, it pleases you that everything is clear. It can be
frustrating when others behave in a confused way, but it may be
in their nature to be cautious. A feeling that something is about to
happen is simply unnecessary stress. Live in the moment and be
flexible about the future.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) You really do not do things by half,
do you? It is great that your jump to accept an opportunity is fast.
Why does everyone around seem so sluggish though? Do they
feel they cannot compete? A little more socialising with them can
make them more comfortable. It is all very well being a superhero
but it is ordinary, imperfect folk who are the most loveable. A smile
between friends can work wonders!
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) There are times this week when
you want to get your tasks done quietly and thoroughly. Timewasting and ad hoc socialising are not part of your plans. So it
can be annoying when others interrupt or even disrupt your time.
It is so hard but do try not to snap or whinge. You are not in a
flexible mood and yet being more so can be the solution. Give
them something to do or think about. Preferably in another place!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Having to delay something that you
have been looking forward to is upsetting, but you have more
important things to deal with. Avoid dwelling on what you can’t
do and concentrate on what you can do. Perhaps you know that
there are already disruptions ahead. In the weeks to come there is
a need to be determined but also flexible. Build your confidence
by rallying those close to your cause or causes.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Business may not be exactly
buzzing as the week unfolds. You may want to move forward but
nothing seems over-easy. Your usual cheery personality seems
to be failing to lighten those around you. Well, everyone has their
needs and ambitions sharpened at this time of the year. Some
may be too worried about their own situations. Don’t take it too
personally. Things will balance.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) You know what you need
from others, but are they aware of it? As much as you hate to
rock the boat, it seems that speaking up is the way forward.
Some may be surprised at your direct approach. However, this
is long overdue. Winning the popularity vote comes second now
to getting a timely response. Change your attitude to a more
demanding one and see results.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Having cleared up a
misunderstanding, a new beginning in a relationship is possible.
Avoid going around in circles, however, by asking the same
questions. A brand new approach is needed that brings you up to
date. Young people can be the key right now to getting a clearer
picture. Don’t be afraid to show what you don’t know. We cannot
all be geniuses. Even those can get very confused!
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) The chance to
enhance your reputation and finances comes this week. It is just
the beginning of something that should have happened some
time ago. Waiting has dented your confidence, but let it go. Now
there is the chance to be in your element, comfortable in your skin
and fulfilled. Just take those opportunities when they come and,
what is it they say about a ‘gift horse’?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Honesty is the best
approach on the home front. Money may be a sticking point.
Recent setbacks have left you feeling damp and squidgy. How
will you improve your mood? Just look around you and make your
own opportunities. Have a plan. A cunning plan! Involving the
family or a close friend means twice as much fun and much less
stress. Not that you should have much of that.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Travel brings up all sorts
of interesting questions. Even a bus ride throws up fascinating
questions that need answers. When finding those answers you
may come into contact with someone very special. It is a romantic
time of the year and so why not combine business with a little
pleasure? You love hard work and can now see how big the
rewards can be. Doing it right? Don’t change it!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) You did someone a favour in
the past and they now want to repay it. Don’t be embarrassed.
It is their right and your duty to accept. My, you are a strange
fish sometimes! Being anxious is part of your personality. It gives
you high standards and high demands. This week there are some
quite lazy days and attitudes. However, you should still keep your
eyes open to a chance to shine.

