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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. One you count on to keep your
money? (6)
4. The safest arrangement for
banquets (6)
9. It’s light, yet able to withstand severe
blows (9,4)
10. He’s unlikely to give credit (7)
11. Work and play may be the same to
him (5)
12. Copy wrongly (5)
14. Opening Swiss writing fluid (5)
18. Offspring produced periodically (5)
19. Sign that has a sting in its tail (7)
21. Wearing a gun? (7,2,4)
22. A boy interrupts my complaint (6)
23. Eccentric space traveller (6)

Quick
Across
1. Calls (6)
4. Ridiculous (6)
9. Type of
dog (6,7)
10. Lubricated (7)
11. Frolic (5)
12. Lid (5)
14. Intended (5)
18. Cold dish (5)
19. Letter (7)

21. Between
countries (13)
22. Merited (6)
23. Tentative,
probing
suggestion (6)
Down
1. Face (6)
2. At some
time (6,2,5)
3. Flat folds (5)

Sudoku

5. Curtain of
artillery fire (7)
6. Accidental (13)
7. Straight (6)
8. Workroom (5)
13. Give sanction
to (7)
15. Aim at high
things (6)
16. Daub (5)
17. Bank official (6)
20. Malice (5)

Down
1. Bet he’s in command (6)
2. Do they ensure a man of iron is not
easily frightened? (6,2,5)
3. A somewhat predictable order (5)
5. It clears one’s view – to bunkum? (7)
6. It’s fixed, of course, once they’re
off (8,5)
7. These are extras in some
production (6)
8. A striking similarity? (5)
13. He was invited, we hear, and gave an
estimate (7)
15. A topping decoration (6)
16. Apart from ideas (5)
17. It’s not so hot in this jug (6)
20. One ounce at first is bracing (5)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Rugby forward
2. Entreaty
3. Opera song
4. Dull pain
5. Therefore
6. Leave out
7. Body powder
8. Stout stick
9. Boast
10. Snatch
11. Setback
12. Vagary
13. Frame of mind
14. Neatly skilful
15. Labour
16. Cooking fat
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Keyword clue:
An Argentinian city

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Prop; 2 Plea; 3 Aria;
4 Ache; 5 Ergo; 6 Omit;
7 Talc; 8 Club; 9 Brag;
10 Grab; 11 Blow;
12 Whim; 13 Mood;
14 Deft; 15 Toil; 16 Lard.
Keyword: Cordoba.
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How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
25 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Banker; 4 Feasts;
9 Hurricane lamp; 10 Sceptic;
11 Actor; 12 Forge; 14 Chink;
18 Issue; 19 Scorpio;
21 Dressed to kill; 22 Malady;
23 Meteor. Down: 1 Behest;
2 Nerves of steel; 3 Edict;
5 Eyewash; 6 Starting price;
7 Supers; 8 Match; 13 Guessed;
15 Diadem; 16 Aside; 17 Cooler;
20 Ozone.
Quick: Across: 1 Visits; 4 Absurd;
9 Scotch terrier; 10 Greased;
11 Antic; 12 Cover; 14 Meant;
18 Salad; 19 Missive;
21 International; 22 Earned;
23 Feeler. Down: 1 Visage;
2 Sooner or later; 3 Tucks;
5 Barrage; 6 Unintentional; 7 Direct;
8 Study; 13 Endorse; 15 Aspire;
16 Smear; 17 Teller; 20 Spite.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) You are very aware that there is
more to life than the area that you occupy. Daily routines do, for
sure, tie us down but they also bring security. What you are feeling
this week could be a need for something new. Planning a visit
to a friend or relative or a holiday is along the right lines. Taking
up some kind of reading or training that will help in your work
kickstarts a new approach.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Friends and relatives could be
surprised this week. A new attitude sees you making changes.
These can be very good for your future but may seem out of
character to others. The thing is that you are now seeing your
life very clearly through your own eyes and not through the eyes
of others! Shockingly we do drift into routines that are not really
good for us. You are ready to make changes.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Although your working life tries to
dominate your thoughts right now, you know where your true
interests lie. Home and love interests give you both happiness
and a sense of achievement. Many will be involved with helping
younger members of the family and helping them to build a future.
The effects may take time to show but you are appreciated more
than you are currently aware.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) There could be a little bit too much
change going on around you at the moment. Unsettling, of course,
but essential. Being optimistic is your great talent. Add on to that
enthusiasm and energy. Here is a recipe for success. Having your
mind strongly on home and social life at the moment, you want to
influence this as much as possible. Even so, be flexible to keep
others on side!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Progress at work may be slow but
there may be a chance to move forward by taking some training
or accepting an offer. Home life can be surprisingly disjointed
this week. There needs to be more thought given to spending
practical time getting jobs done there. A disagreement over
money is not worthwhile and can only lead to bad feelings. If you
cannot compromise, be guided by your heart.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Some parts of your life may
lack direction right now. That is unlikely to be your fault. Things
happen that you cannot control. It is frustrating. Even so, avoid
stress as it will serve no purpose other than to put your blood
pressure up! Someone close may seem not to be adding anything
good to your life at the moment. That could change, of course,
but do stay realistic.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Keep a firm eye on finances
right through this month! You have a lovely spiritual side but it
does tend to make you a bit of a dreamer. Achieve what you want
but by saving rather than splurging. Love yourself and your health.
Treat it with respect and the rewards are high. However, if you
neglect your needs on any level, low self-esteem could scupper
future health and confidence.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Being given the chance,
this month, for a second bite of the success cherry, go for it!
Something in the past should not stop you from trying again.
Maybe, this time, put more effort into practical matters. Longdistance romances rarely work but would you be willing to move?
Each situation is unique, each human an enigma. All that can be
asked is that you do your best to be happy.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Spring is not
yet here but there is a strong nesting instinct going on with you.
Could it be your energy and optimism coming out? This week you
can be at your best both physically and mentally. Be in the right
place to make a difference. For some reason you no longer feel
restricted but free to express yourself. Being honest and up-front
can really get things moving!
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) This is a very spiritual
and otherworldly time. The influences that you usually feel
seem to be absent. That gives you a chance to hear your own
thoughts and to know your own feelings. In such a busy world
we sometimes feel overcome by noise and the opinions of others.
Here you have some peace and many honest thoughts. Some are
uncomfortable, some enlightening.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Something shocking
still having an effect on you? Forget the unsavoury and seek
the sweetness in life. If you lift up your spirits you will find light.
Accept invitations and go to places that bring something new.
Maybe you are being given the chance to start something again.
So now you realise what all those changes were about? The
future, that’s what!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Have faith in your talents.
Think that you don’t have any? How wrong you are! Any kind of
learning now will lead you on a new path. We all want that, don’t
we? What have you to lose by being more confident? Others
are waiting to help and this alone will expand your chances of
success. Fun beckons at the weekend. Something you deserve,
that is for sure.

