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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. Private matters that never come to
light (4,7)
9. Hasten from the chief (3)
10. Great help, perhaps, in speedy
communication (9)
11. Such a word may be used as a
slogan (5)
13. Cast in a devilish mould (7)
14. Rock adder? (6)
16. Destroy a grave perhaps (6)
18. The easiest dance to learn? (3-4)
19. Ledge for quiet sprite (5)
20. Supplying, but with a certain
stipulation (9)
21. A fatal cast? (3)
22. A gathering to learn to win a
lady (3-8)

Quick
Across

20. Forcemeat

1. Adapt (11)

ball (9)

9. Lacerate (3)

21. Distant (3)

10. Enlargement (9)

22. Unintentional

11. Struggle (5)

(11)

13. Huge (7)

Down

6. Every 3 years (9)
7. Competence
(11)
8. Inessential (11)
12. Raw youth (9)
15. Ricochet (7)

14. Jovial (6)

2. Cover (3)

16. Writer (6)

3. Public (5)

18. Elevate (7)

4. Decimal (6)

19. Vigilant (5)

19. Map-book (5)

5. Forceful (7)

21. Jollity (3)

Sudoku

17. Colonise (6)

Down
2. It’s impossible to connect with this
service (3)
3. Incomplete sauce-boat (5)
4. Come into service (6)
5. A crafty contest (7)
6. Does this charge include food in the
dining-car? (5,4)
7. Exceptionally offensive
soldiery? (5,6)
8. Poultry food is not worth much (11)
12. The part of Hamlet, for
example? (5,4)
15. Twin-set, perhaps, to wrench out of
shape (7)
17. Work of intelligence (6)
19. Use it to aim a gun, that makes
sense! (5)
21. It may be fast, but only without
running! (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Lost blood
2. Not light
3. Potter’s oven
4. Amphibian
5. Strong taste
6. Metal
7. Unemployment benefit
8. Egress
9. Musical instrument
10. Too
11. Greek spirit
12. Cry of pain
13. Possess
14. Cupid
15. Cease
16. Jetty
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Keyword clue:
A football club

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Bled; 2 Dark; 3 Kiln;
4 Newt; 5 Tang; 6 Gold;
7 Dole; 8 Exit; 9 Tuba;
10 Also; 11 Ouzo;
12 Ouch; 13 Have;
14 Eros; 15 Stop; 16 Pier.
Keyword: Everton.
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EPIDERMIS
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
25 words,
good;
35 words, very
good;
40 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Dark secrets;
9 Hie; 10 Telegraph; 11 Catch;
13 Satanic; 14 Totter; 16 Ravage;
18 One-step; 19 Shelf; 20 Providing;
21 Die; 22 Get-together.
Down: 2 Ace; 3 Ketch; 4 Enlist;
5 Regatta; 6 Train fare;
7 Shock troops; 8 Chickenfeed;
12 Title role; 15 Entwist; 17 Spying;
19 Sight; 21 Dye.
Quick: Across: 1 Accommodate;
9 Rip; 10 Extension; 11 Fight;
13 Immense; 14 Cheery;
16 Scribe; 18 Ennoble; 19 Atlas;
20 Croquette; 21 Far; 22 Inadvertent.
Down: 2 Cap; 3 Overt; 4 Metric;
5 Dynamic; 6 Triennial; 7 Proficiency;
8 Unnecessary; 12 Greenhorn;
15 Rebound; 17 Settle; 19 Alert;
21 Fun.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Aim to be at your best this week. A
last-minute chance to shine should not be missed. Someone who
has great faith in you could be working away in the background,
lucky you! Romance can be tricky. Maybe your loved one (or
the one you have in mind) is very much occupied with their own
problems. Let them know where you are if they want to relax and
have some fun.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) You are at your most sparkling now.
Use your powers of attraction on someone very important. Do
something special for a loved one midweek and the weekend
could be surprising! This time is all about deciding (at last) what
you really want from others and setting about a plan to get it.
Remember that something that comes too easily may not be
worth having in the long term.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Something that has been forming
in your mind may now find the right time to come out. Don’t be
afraid to put your ideas and suggestions forward. Last month’s
changes are still settling in your life. Making sense of them is not
so easy, but it will happen. In the meantime look to the weekend
to get out and have some fun. I know you don’t feel in the mood,
but you will!
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Taking the lead at the weekend sees
you in charge and helping others. What could be more satisfying?
This certainly takes your mind from a longer-term question that
you do not yet have the answer to. Romantic overtures midweek
may leave you cold, but it takes only a moment to be kind in your
response. Avoid making promises you really don’t want to keep.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) They say that travel broadens the mind.
In your case, this week it could fire off a great money-making idea.
This needs your attention, so leave the romance until midweek or
the weekend. Distractions could cost you money! When you are
with someone who interests you, avoid making a promise that you
will later regret. Honesty with this person really is the best policy!
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Romance is not far away and
an unexpected meeting brings someone special to your circle.
There could be a conflict between work and romance but you are
more than capable of juggling this situation. Maybe a special date
could be arranged for the weekend rather than the week? Anyone
who is not understanding of this may not be the one for you.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Have a good chat about
anything that is troubling or puzzling you. Things that irritate at
work could impact on your home or love life. Keeping control of
your temper is a good start. You need to try (again) talking rather
than confrontation. It takes a lot to get you cross, so feelings
seem to be running high. A close friend is the most understanding
and practical.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) A slowing down of a plan
should not stop you from tying up loose ends. Indeed, the smallest
detail could hold you up later if not sorted out now! Where you
cannot find solutions maybe there is a need to be more flexible
and even forgiving. Others make mistakes that seem stupid to
you. Still, what is done is done. Use that great imagination to see
another way forward.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Anything that is
holding up your plans could now be kept moving. How? By asking
for a little help! There is no point in mentioning past mistakes to
someone in authority. Over-confidence or over-familiarity could
lead you to do this. Where someone is higher in the pecking order,
respect is expected. Getting ahead now is all about understanding.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Keep communications
open on the home front. This is worth doing even if you see no
chance of a real breakthrough. Taking anyone for granted is not to
be recommended. In particular, make a proper romantic gesture
to a loved one midweek. How often do you give them a surprise?
Increase your activities together over the rest of the month and
beyond.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Talking too much could
see you get yourself in tangles. However, a few select words in
the right direction can solve a dilemma. Over-confidence, usually
desirable, should be curbed. A little humility makes you more
loveable in any case! Again, when giving a gift make it small and
tasty rather than flash and expensive. Impress with your words.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) There is much to gain from
putting your ideas forward to someone who can progress them.
Try not to be over-sensitive to comments that are meant to help.
You cannot please everyone at work and, when you have tried
to, take a step back. The main emphasis at the moment should
be at home, especially if you want to keep a loved one onside.
Romance is not dead!

