
T
his Christmas, Greenwich
Theatre’s ever-popular
pantomime returns with
panto favourite Andrew
Pollard back at the helm as
writer, director and dame,

and a run extended even further into
January to meet growing demand.
After last year’s smash-hit

production of Cinderella, surely still
the biggest pantomime title of them
all, this year the theatre has opted to
present something a little different –
Robinson Crusoe.
“Pantomime productions of this

title are a rarity these days” said Mr
Pollard, “but Robinson Crusoe was
once very much part of the panto
canon. The first pantomime
production of Daniel Defoe’s story
was at Drury Lane in 1781. It was
entitled Robinson Crusoe or
Harlequin Friday and Giuseppe
Grimaldi, father of the famous clown
Joey Grimaldi, played Harlequin
Friday. The pantomime was an
instant hit. Robinson Crusoe was
also the first pantomime to be
produced in America, opening at the

St John’s Theatre in New York in
1786. We’ve rescued this marooned
title and brought it back home – and
its links to America might just be
relevant to our version, too.”
The show sees the return of a host

of other Greenwich favourites – not
least arch villain Anthony Spargo.
Appearing last year as one half of the
ugly sister double act with Lizzy
Dive (also back this year), this year
Spargo is back to his piratical best as
he plays Gingerbeard the Pirate,
determined to retrieve a treasure
map from Robinson (Matt Jolly),
kidnap Polly (Michaela Bennison)
and become the richest pirate on the
high seas.
Family theatre like this is

particularly important to
Greenwich, according to Artistic
Director James Haddrell. He said:
“We take a pride in offering a
London home to some of the UK’s
best children’s shows, but over the
Christmas season it is important to
us to present our own show, a home-
grown pantomime, showing the
thousands of people who visit just

what we can achieve.”
WhileRobinson Crusoe runs in the

main auditorium, the studio theatre
sees the return of SharkLegs, the
award-winning theatre company
behind last year’s production of
SnowPocalypse.
This year it presents another new

festive treat – Knitmas: A Winter
Yarn – all about an unwanted
Christmas jumper. One Christmas
he was unwrapped, thrown aside
and forgotten, and he’s been alone
ever since.
Every Christmas he decorates a

tree in the forest of Odds and Bods
but this year, maybe he won’t have
to do it alone.
Repeating the popular formula

from last year, younger Knitmas
audiences are invited to come to the
theatre early and take part in a free
craft workshop, making something
special that they can then use in the
show.
“We make work which inspires

people to find their own creativity
and look at the world in a new way”
said Rich, “to see the robot in the

cardboard box or the paper puppet
in a discarded copy of the
newspaper.”

●● To book tickets for either production,
visit www.greenwichtheatre.org.uk or
call 020 8858 7755.

Robinson Crusoe - a new take
on the traditional pantomime
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