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ore than three quarters of parents
couldn’t answer what a triangular
number was in an 11 Plus, style
quiz. Over 2,000 parents took the
test but none got full marks. The
average score was just 3.5 out of

10, while even top scoring parents only got
half correct.

Parents who took the quiz were asked a
range of questions covering grammar,
verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning and
mathematical reasoning to give
them a taster of
what primary
schoolchildren
undertake in the
11 Plus.

Shapes were a
clear sticking
point, as only a
third could find
the volume of a
prism.

Two thirds of
parents also found
prepositions puzzling as only one in three
were able to correctly identify one as “under
the duvet” in this sentence: “The kitten,
who had been hiding under the duvet,
pounced suddenly.”

But parents did fare better with verbal
reasoning, with almost all getting the
answer right.

In an independent survey of 2,000 parents
commissioned by Explore Learning, one in
five parents said their child doesn’t receive
enough support from their school in advance
of exams. Despite 62 per cent of parents

worrying about their child’s stress levels with
the amount of tests they have to do at primary
schools today, most think that three months
or less is enough time to prepare for an 11
Plus or Entrance Exam.

To help parents and children preparing for
entrance or 11+ exams, Charlotte Gater, head
of curriculum at Explore Learning has put
together a few tips:
Start early

Almost all parents thought that three
months or less is enough
time to prepare.

My advice is to
practise over a long
period, working with
children from an early
age. Developing their
core maths and English
skills will help them to
excel in school and in
their exam.
Work towards
specifics

One to two years
before children sit the exam, start looking at
content specific to the test. This amount of
time is ideal as it’s not so long that the con-
tent is too advanced or a child gets tired of fo-
cusing on the exam.
Content first speed second

As you move closer to the 11 Plus, working
on exam techniques will help your child
tackle the assessment fearlessly.

It’s a good idea to work on the content first
and then focus on speed later. Go to www.ex-
plorelearning.co.uk for more information
about its 11 Plus and entrance exam offering.
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